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limbs was obviously decreased, and that the articulation of words and deglutition 
were impeded. The patient walked with some difficulty, but was not confined 
to his bed. 

“ Mrs. X., the wife, habitually enjoyed excellent health, and for fifteen years 
had borne an issue in the left arm. On the tenth day of her husband’s illness, 
a false membrane of the size of a crown-piece formed on the surface of the sore, 
but she had no sore throat or any appearance of pseudo-membranous exudations 
on the tonsils or pharynx. Nevertheless, despite the perfect immunity of the 
fauces from disease of any description, she experienced in a few days symptoms 
precisely similar to those presented by her husband, viz., difficulty of swallowing 
liquids, which returned through the nose; imperfect articulation of sounds; and 
the sensation of a foreign substance in the throat. For the diphtheria of the 
arm, cauterization with nitrate of silver and glycerine dressings were prescribed. 

“ As the false membrane persisted, Mrs. X. consulted Dr. Richard, who ap¬ 
plied the actual cautery. This method of treatment, instituted a month after 
the beginning of the disease, proved perfectly successful, and effected a prompt 
cure of the diphtheria, but had no influence on the paralysis, which seemed, on 
the contrary to increase, and invaded the limbs especially on the right side.” 

Such was the condition of the patients when Dr. Racisborski was consulted; 
this gentleman prescribed tonics which induced no favourable change. The 
alcoholic extract of nux vomica, exhibited in daily doses of one or two grains, 
caused in the course of a week improvement in the husband, but appeared to 
increase the severity of the symptoms in the wife. The former, therefore, per¬ 
severed in the use of the remedy, and was cured in three weeks. From a quar¬ 
ter of a grain to one grain of nitrate of silver was then administered every day 
to Mrs. X., and a complete recovery was attained in a month. 

These cases illustrate the propriety of resorting for the same disease to various 
remedies in subjects of different constitutions, and the second is calculated to 
encourage the hopes which have been founded on the exhibition of nitrate of 
silver in some forms of paralysis.— Glasgow Med. Joitrn., July, 1864, from 
Journ. of Pract. Med. and tSurg. 

13. Use of Bromide of Ammonium in Hooping-Cough. —Dr. R. Pf.ei. Ritchie 
states ( Edinburgh Med. Journ., June, 1864) that he has frequently employed 
the bromide of ammonium in hooping-cough, with relief to the spasmodic cough, 
and to the hoop ; it has not, however, been uniformly successful, and his results 
have not on the whole been so favourable as those published by Dr. Gibb and 
Prof. Harley. 

The following is a summary of his results:— 

“ 1st. As to the ages of those treated. The youngest was three months, the 
oldest four years; the average age, twenty-three and a half months. In my ex¬ 
perience the remedy appears to be most successful in children whose age exceeds 
two years. 

“ 2 d. As to results. In nearly all the cases there was marked relief to the hoop 
after a few doses had been given. This was very noticeable in those instances 
in which the hoop was very frequent; the report given shortly after first ad¬ 
ministration in several of such cases was that the child was much relieved. 

“Infants are probably more liable to bronchitic attacks, and in them uncom¬ 
plicated pertussis is more rarely met with than in older children. For this rea¬ 
son it possibly is that the bromide is less beneficial in those under the age of 
two years than in those above that age. In three of the cases death occurred— 
in two from bronchitis, and in the third from congestion of the lungs ; but in all 
of these the hoop had been relieved, especially in the two younger, aged three 
months and twenty months. In the eldest, aged two and three-quarter years, 
the relief was not quite so apparent. 

“ 3d. As to the dose. The quantity I have generally given has been from 
three to twelve grains a day, in divided doses, administered every six hours. 

“These quantities are less than those prescribed by Dr. Harley, who gives a 
grain for each year, every eight hours, but this is regulated by the constitution 
and development of the child. In children of advanced age he gives large doses. 
In the Lancet of January 16, 1864, the particulars of two cases are given, the 
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one a girl aged nine, took twenty-seven grains a day apparently for a week; the 
other, a boy aged six, took eighteen grains daily for the same time. In both 
very speedy relief occurred. In the same journal instances of a child aged three 
years taking eighteen grains, and of another child aged four, taking twenty-four 
grains a day are given. 

“Dr. Gibb gives two or three grains thrice daily to infants, and four, eight, 
or even ten grains, as frequently to older children. 

“I have not prescribed a larger dose than twelve grains in the day, but I have 
given that amount with benefit in cases of the age of four, three, and two and a 
half years. Eight grains a day I have given to children two and three years old. 
In one instance a child of two years old, by mistake on the part of its mother, 
was given, without injurious effect, fifteen grains a day for four days, but this 
large dose was not attended by a better result than usual. Drs. Gibb and Har¬ 
ley prescribe it thrice daily in water. I prefer giving it four times a day with 
syrup. If bronchial irritation exists, a mixture of ipecacuanha and squill is re¬ 
quired. Dr. Gibb is also of this opinion. In complicated cases the administra¬ 
tion of an emetic I find to be frequently necessary. 

“ 4 th. In what cases is it suitable ? * * * Having used the preparation 
in upwards of twenty cases, if I may be allowed to express an opinion upon this 
head, it would be—that the great efficacy of the drug is in uncomplicated cases 
—that in those complicated with acute bronchitis or pneumonia, the benefit is 
so trifling that I prefer other methods of treatment—that in my experience, in¬ 
fants are more liable to such complications than children above the age of two 
years. To this I consider it to be due, that in the former the benefit from the 
remedy is less than in the latter—for an acutely congested condition of the air- 
passages appears to lessen the effect of the bromide as a laryngeal anaesthetic. 
That the more frequent the paroxysms of hooping, the more marked and rapid 
is the relief; that greater relief appears to be experienced in those of some con¬ 
tinuance than in recent cases ; and, lastly, that when chronic bronchitis is pre¬ 
sent, the bromide should not be given alone, but combined with squill and ipeca¬ 
cuanha mixture, and occasionally with an emetic. 

“ I have not observed that the bromide of ammonium has any tendency to 
cause nausea, or that it has any effect on the mental powers. In none of the 
cases in which I prescribed it have convulsions occurred.” 

14. Bromide of Potassium in Coryza, Dysphagia, and Spasmodic Cough .— 
The anaesthetic effects of the bromide of potassium on the soft palate are now 
well known to surgeons. M. Gubi.er conceives that this singular property might 
be taken advantage of in the treatment of various morbid conditions, and states 
that with this remedial agent he had succeeded in modifying in the most favour¬ 
able manner coryza, angina, painful deglutition, and even spasmodic paroxysms 
of coughing, which occasion so much distress to persons labouring under laryngo- 
bronchitis and pulmonary tuberculosis. 

The following is M. Gubler’s prescription : R.—Pot.assii bromidi, gij; aquse 
destill. 3 V - Distilled water must be used, and the mixture preserved in stoppered 
bottles; if this precaution is omitted, the solution becomes turbid and offensive. 
A tablespoonful morning and evening is the usual dose. 

We shall revert on some future occasion to the therapeutic effects of the bro¬ 
mide in chest affections, but we will at present confine our observations to the 
prompt relief afforded by this remedial agent in consumption, when, from ulcera¬ 
tion of the fauces, deglutition has become so painful as to deter the patient from 
the use of food. M. Gubler relates the case of a Zouave affected with tubercu¬ 
losis, who voluntarily abstained from taking nutriment in order to avoid the 
torture coincident with deglutition. Half a drachm of bromide of potassium was 
exhibited, and immediately improved his condition. He was, after twenty-four 
hours, enabled to swallow bread and chicken without pain, and survived for a 
twelvemonth. The bromide, in such cases, is therefore a valuable sedative, and 
will be found efficacious for the cure of glandular angina unconnected with 
tuberculosis, and caused by local irritation or exposure to cold, and also for 
herpetic and arthritic sore-throat. M. Gubler’s researches also point to the 
beneficial effects of the drug in the second stage of uncomplicated inflammatory 



